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LIGHT OF HOPE

Save the Date-April 1, 2007
Mat-Su Valley Light of Hope 2007

The Light of Hopeis an annua
community event held every April to
bring awareness to child abuse and
neglect and to recognize those
working in the foster care system and
child abuse field. Itisachild
oriented “carnival” style event with
lots of fun and information for the

Themissondf TheChildren's Place whole family. This year we have

istoprated dhildren many new ideas including a Mint

Inanurturing Green Ribbon Campaign kick-off
avironmatt by fadlitatinga which will involve the entire

: community in creating a visual
Gil;bggt]{\i/;a}{gﬁig the representation of the number of kids

! abused in the State of Alaska. This
andtreatment of duld abuseand will be followed by a candle lighting,
neged awards ceremony, food, activities,
and door prizes for the whole family.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

The Children’s Place publishes this newsletter on abiannual basis. Y our comments and suggestions are welcomed. If
you would like to unsubscribe or change your address, please contact Jean at the Children’s Place.

www.thechildrens-place.org



NEWSFROM THE
EXCUTIVE DIRECTOR
Winter 2007 Newsdetter

Since opening in 1999, The Children’s Place has
been fortunate to receive some federa funding in
the form of grants that pass through the State to
our agency. We are not the only children’s
advocacy center (CAC) that has received federal
funds. There are currently six other CACsin
Alaskathat also receive these funds through a
grant process. Last May | had the opportunity to
talk with the Alaska Congressional Delegation
while in Washington, DC attending a conference.
| wasjoined by our medical director, Dr. Cathy
Ba dwin-Johnson, and executive directors of the
CACsin Dillingham, Juneau, and Nome. We
spoke to our delegates about the great and
growing need for CACsin Alaska (seven CACs
are currently operating, 2 more are under
Development). Each person we spoke to strongly
encouraged us to approach the State of Alaska
for funding — rather than depend on continued
federal funds. They all sent the same message —
federal funding for our stateisin danger and it
will probably never be seen at the same levelsit

Alaska. National research proves that
communities with CACs provide the best
outcomes for children who have been victims of
abuse. Another powerful piece of informationis
that communitieswith CACs save the State
mor e than $1000.00* per caseinvestigated!
As of December 31, 2006, 1045 children have
been evaluated at The Children’s Place.
Although there may be more than one child
involved in an investigation, our_State has
realized over $1 million in savings because
The Children’s Placeis being utilized.
Remember, there are seven CACs in our state —
that's alot of money being saved on case
investigationsin Alaska.

The fact remains, CACs cannot keep their doors
open without continued funding —whether it is
from federal or state funding, United Way
partnerships, private grants and foundations, or
generous corporate and individual donorslike
you. Please help usto keep CACsin Alaska

has been in the past.

operating

“ communities with CACs save the State more | py contact-

An urgent and important task | than $1000.00 * per case investigated! “ ing your

for CACs across Alaskaisto

legidlators,

seek State funding for children’s advocacy
centers. Did you know that Alaska State Law
(A$47.17.033) mandates that CACs be used for
investigations of child sexua abusein communi-
tieswhere they are available? However, the State
of Alaska does not currently provide any funding
for CACs—it simply acts as a pass-through agent
and grantor of federal funds.

We need your help! Asan interested community
member who has invested (financially, emotion-

aly or otherwise) in The Children’s Place, please
take amoment to call or write your legislator and
stress the importance of helping to fund CACsin

friends, and neighbors to advocate for funding.
Thereis acontact list for the Mat-Su Valley leg-
islative delegation located on page 7 of this
newsl etter.

On behalf of child victimsin our community,

thank you very much for your continued support.

-Jen Downey, Executive Director

*Source: National Children’s Alliance
www.nca-online.org. Sudy shows that on a case-by-case
basis, traditional investigations are 36% more expensive

than investigations conducted in a community with a CAC.

2007 Legidative Contact List

Mat-

Sen. Lyda Green

State Capitol, Rm 111

Juneau AK 99801-1182

Phone: 465-6600

Fax: 465-3805

Senator_Lyda Green@legis.stste.ak.us

Sen. Charlie Huggins

State Capitol, Rm 119

Juneau AK 99801-1182

Phone: 465-3878

Fax: 465-3265
Senator_Charlie_Huggins@legis.state.ak.us

Rep Mark Nueman

State Capitol, Rm 432

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Phone: 465-2679

Fax: 465-4522
Representive_Mark_Neuman@legis.state.ak.us

Su Valley Delegation

Rep Carl Gatto

State Capitol, Rm 108

Juneau AK 99801-1182

Phone: 465-3743

Fax: 465-2381

Representive_Carl_Gatto@l egis.state.ak.us

Rep Vic Kohring

State Capitol, Rm 24

Juneau AK 99801-1182

Phone: 465-2186

Fax: 465-3818
Representive_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us

Rep Bill Stolze

State Capitol, Rm 501

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Phone: 465-4958

Fax: 465-4928

Representive Bill_Stoltze@legis.state.ak.us
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The Children's Place is working with the Met-
Su Borough School District to provide an
elementary schoal curriculum intended to
supplement the district’s current curriculumon
prevention of child sexual abuse. The school
district currently teaches sexual abuse
prevention through a health series curriculum
entitled the Michigan Model. Marg Volz
CPNP, Jamey Duhamel, and Lori Houston,
LCSW, worked together to write a specific
lesson plan for each grade level that uses
best practices for prevention programs and is
used in conjunction with the district’s current
curriculum. During the pilot school year
(2005-2006) we were able to do 39
presentations at 5 schools bringing the
curriculumto 749 students.

For school year 2006-2007, we have
continued to expand our program. The Meat-
Su Schooal District has agreed to collaborate
with The Children’s Place and fund nat only
the program needs, but also allow us to create
a volunteer force that will allow us to serve
more schools and teach more children than
we could do alone. This is an exciting time as
The Children's Place has an opportunity to
make a positive and long lasting impact on the
community. By focusing some of our efforts
on the “prevention” piece of our mission, we
may be able to impact a child's life for the
better.

We continue to look for interested persons
who are willing to volunteer some of their time
to teach this important class starting in the
Fall 2007. If you are aretired teacher, nurse,
or other interested person with experience
working with children, please contact us to
schedule an interview. Criminal and child
protection background check and fingerprints
will be required. For more information or to
apply as a volunteer, contact Jennifer
Meariscal at 357-5157.

Multidisciplinary Team M ember
Spotlight

Karen Morrison, Office of Children’s
Services

{ Karen Morrison is a Social Worker 11 with the
i Office of Children’s Service (OCS) and has

: worked there the past five years. Sheis an
tintegral part of the Mat-Su Valley's Child

i Protection Multidisciplinary Team. Asasocia

i worker, Karen's role on the tesm isto

investigate cases of suspected child sexual and
i physical abuse in collaboration with other team

membersand agencies. Team members give

i and receive input and feedback from each other

¢ and work together to help ensure that children
i are safe. Karen is also a member of the

i Protocol Development subcommittee on the

i team. This group develops and writes

: procedures to allow team agencies to work

i together efficiently and effectively. She says
¢ being on this committee has been a positive

: experience because it gives her and other team

: members opportunities to discuss challenges
: and really work through them. Karen says

i being able to trust each other enough to have
 these tough conversationsis a“good place to
‘be”
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APRIL 21, 2007

Itistime again for The Children’s Place
annual Gala Fundraiser Dinner at
Evangelo’'s! Contact Jean or Jen at The
Children’s Place for tickets!

<hank You Kristan Cojg
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Special points of interest:
: April is Child Abuse Awareness and Prevention Month

April 1st Light of Hope Ceremony @ Wasilla High School 2pm
April 21 The Children’s Place Gala at Evangelo’s

April 5-21 National Volunteer Week

April 21 Prudential Spirit of Community Student Awards

April 20-22 National Youth Service Day

May 5 Join Hands Day

June 2 Menard Run- visit www.menardrun.com for details

June 2007 Statewide Alaska Points of Light Youth leadership

CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 1

The LOH Planning Committee
is made up of a collaboration of
socia service agenciesincluding
The Children’s Place, LINKS,
Alaska Family Services, CASAs
for Children, aswell as several
community members. We are
currently looking for CASA
volunteers, businesses, and
interested community members
to join our Planning Committee
or even volunteer to assist on the
day of the event. If you would
like to help us create the best
Light of Hopethe Valley has
ever seen, please contact Jamey
Duhamel at 357-5157.

The 2007 event is scheduled for
Sunday, April 1, from 2pm-
5pm at Wasilla High Schoal.
Please get the word out and
pleasejoin us for family fun
and support a good cause!

STAFF Updates:

i The Children’s Place would like to
: welcome five new facesto the staff. :

{ Kathleen Matthews RN,MSN,ANP,

Shelley White RN,CEN, SANE-A,

Teresa Zamora Family Assessment

Worker,

Jean Foerster Grants and Projects
Coordinator,

and Jen Mariscal Administrative
Assistant

WELCOME!
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Board Highlight

Linda Van Wallinga

Linda came to Alaska in the 1970’s
from California where she grew up.
She has taught in schools all over
Alaska including Fairbanks, North
Pole, and Wasilla.

Linda spends her spare time visiting
friends and family, traveling, and
enjoying time outdoors in Alaska.
Lindais avery outgoing dynamic
person with a wonderful outlook on
life. Shelives her live by her motto
“Every day is a gift to enjoy” . She
believes that the heroes of this
world are the common folk who
make this world a better place.
Linda generously donates her time
and energy as secretary on the board
of directors for The Children’s
Place. When asked why she serves
on the board she states:

“I1 love children and | cannot stand
the thought of children being
abused. | truly regard The
Children’s Place as a resource our
community cannot live without. As
a non-profit organization we appre-
ciate the generosity of all of you
who have made financial contribu-
tions. | hope that you will continue
to help us offer more services to the
Mat-Su Valley families.”

Investigator Nathan Bucknall

Nathan has been with the Alaska State Troopersfor 6
1/2 years and has worked the past two years as an

" investigator in the Child Abuse Investigation Unit

I (CAIU) within the Alaska Bureau of Investigation in the I

Mat-Su area
Investigator Bucknall enjoys working with The .
» Children’s Place and says he has never before
experienced the ability to use the passion for hisjob in
such a positive environment. He says The Children’s
Place has really helped him help kids by working within
amulti- disciplinary team. Working with the team "
" assists with investigations by opening up
communication and keeping all agencies on the same
I page throughout an investigation, without duplication.
The collaborative relationship not only helpshim do his =
= job better but benefits the children on many different
levels. He feels the multi-disciplinary team will only
strengthen and broaden its scope in the future.
Nathan's passion is also being put to good usein a
, current project as he helps to develop Alaska s first
regional Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) task
I force. Thistask forceincludesfedera, local, and state

law enforcement agencies. The primary missions of
ICAC are cyber investigations, technology and training =
= support to law enforcement agencies, victim assistance
and community education. The ICAC isin its beginning I
| stages; however, hefeelsit will be a successful tool in
helping to further protect Alaska's children.
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